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Editorial

The New Zealand Government has, over the last fe
months, made a number of decisions which shoul
be applauded. On ™8 March it announced that

knighthoods were to be restored, after a hiatus df

nine years. Then on 17June we were told that
Queen’s Counsel, consigned to the dusthin of histor
last year, were to be revived. Both moves are ver
welcome. But more can be done to stem the tide (g
rather, more fairly, trickle), of republicanism.
Symbolic moves such as these are important, b
more substantive changes are also needed. Tk
monarchy needs to be taken seriously.

One of the difficulties we face in New Zealand is
that, in the absence of a real debate on the futlre

_-‘

=

It
ne




the monarchy, attention is paid to developments
abroad, especially in Australia. In part this isda

the strength of the monarchy in this country, iat t
should not lead to complacency. More importantly,
thanks to the poor quality of media coverage of the
Australian political scene in this country, we a
told the real story. Typical of this is the coniimy
mantra that there is a majority in support of a
republican Australia, and that it is only a matbér
time before that country abandons its constitutiona
heritage and embarks on a new era as a republic.

However, we know that the fortunes of the
Australian republic are at a low point, with theusa
probably being weaker than at any time since the
1999 referendum — now ten years ago.

Greg Craven, a leading conservative Australian
republican, professor of constitutional law, andvno
Vice-Chancellor of The Australian Catholic
University, has conceded that an Australian republi
was “almost impossible”, at least over the next two
decades. Similar views have been expressed by
Malcolm Turnbull, former Chairman of the
Australian Republican Movement and now Liberal
Party leader and Leader of the Opposition. Witthsuc
sentiments being expressed by leading republicans
across the Tasman Sea, we can be fairly confident
that the position of the monarchy in Australiamat

as precarious as some in the media would have us
believe. However, as | have said before,
complacency is dangerous and must be avoided.

Australia has a Labour Party-led Government that is
ideologically committed to a republic. The
opposition Liberal Party is not committed to a
republic, but neither is it formally committed toet
status quo, and the new Leader of the Oppositian is
dedicated republican. Despite this, as conceded by
leading republicans, their position is bleak.

In New Zealand, none of the major parties advocates
a republic, though individual members, and even
several past Prime Ministers, have done so. We are
in an inherently stronger position than is Austali
and therefore the prospects for a New Zealand
republic are even less than those of an Australian
republic. No politicians, and no Governments, of
whatever political persuasion, are above making
decisions that weaken the position of the Crown.
When they make positive decisions we must
congratulate them; when they damage the Crown
they must be condemned, whatever their party
allegiance and our own personal political views.

Professor Noel Cox

News in Brief

The Queen’s Birthday Honours List

The principal awards in this year’'s Queen’s Birthda
Honours List included one new Knight Companion
of the New Zealand Order of Merit (KNZM) and two
Dame Companions of the New Zealand Order o
Merit (DNZM) — John Walker, Jenny Gibbs, and
Iritena Te Rangi Tawhiwhirangi.

The seven Companions of the Order (CNZM)
included Simon Murdoch, retired Secretary of
Foreign Affairs. There were 18 Officers (ONZN) and
53 Members of the New Zealand Order of Merit
(MNZM) appointed.

The Wizard




There were 12 awards of the Queen’s Service Order
(QSO) and 75 Queen Service Medals (QSM),
including one to the Wizard of New Zealand, lan
Brackenbury Channell. There were also four awards
of the Distinguished Service Decoration (DSD).

Bishop of London

Overseas, The Queen’s Birthday Honours included
knighthoods for golfer Nick Faldo, actor Christophe
Lee, and former Poet Laureate Professor Andrew
Motion. The Rt Rev’d and Rt Hon Dr Richard
Chartres, Bishop of London (who is also Dean of the
Chapels Royal, and was also Executor of the Will of
the late Princess of Wales), was made a Knight
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (KCVO).

Sir Christopher Lee

Queen’s Counsel restored

On 17" June the Government announced that it had
responded to concerns from the legal profession and
will restore the title of Queen’s Counsel to redsgn
outstanding members of the independent bar.

The Attorney-General, the Hon Christopher
Finlayson announced that legislation will be
introduced later this year amending the Lawyers an
Conveyancers Act. The office of Senior Counsel,
created by the previous government to replace
Queen’s Counsel in 2008 and which was open to
lawyers in firms as well as barristers, will be
disestablished.
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Eligibility to be appointed as Queen’s Counsel will
be restricted in most cases to barristers solagrat
than lawyers in partnerships or firms.

“The title Queen’s Counsel is instantly recognissd
providing a certain standard of legal advice both
among the New Zealand public and internationally,”
said Mr Finlayson.

“However, the government is taking these steps to
protect the essential independence of the innef bar
said Mr Finlayson. “The looser rules for eligibjlias

Senior Council introduced by the previous
government threatened to dilute the independence of
our most senior advocates.”

“Queen’s Counsel should be able to advise and
represent both law firms and clients who engage
them fearlessly and independently, without the
potential conflicts and pressures of working in &
partnership or incorporated firm.”

“There will be provision to appoint lawyers in figm
as Queen's Counsel where that recognises
exceptional legal practice,” Mr Finlayson said. ISh
is consistent with the established practice of
occasionally appointing exceptional lawyers in




government and parliamentary counsel as Queen’s path which reconnects humankind with ancient
Counsel, although they are not members of the wisdom and intuition.
independent bar.”
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The Prince has previously spoken about the idea ¢
restoring the lost balance between man and nature
some of his speeches. One recent example of thjs
was the Roscoe Lecture given by The Prince of
Wales upon receiving an Honorary Fellowship from
Liverpool John Moores University, St George’s Hall,
Liverpool. The text of this lecture will be publisth

in the next issue dflonarchy New Zealand

The seven Senior Counsel, who were appointed last
year, will have the option of adopting the title of
Queen’s Counsel or remaining Senior Counsel.

The Government is to be congratulated for

responding to calls from the legal profession and

from the wider community for the restoration of

Queen’s Counsel. These were abolished by the

previous Government at least in part as a deliberat The Prince of Wales hosting a meeting of world

move to destroy a royal symbol. This restoration leaders to discuss the importance of the rainfsrest

followed soon after the restoration of knighthoods,

and both of these changes appear to enjoy The Prince of Wales is an accomplished author, from

widespread public support, and are to be applauded. his first book,The Old Man of Lochnagapublished
in 1980. This was based on stories he told his
younger brothers, and was filmed 1992 by Scottish
TVI/Channel S4C. ForA Vision of Britain: A
Personal View of Architectur@d989), the Prince was
the Author of the Year 1989.

Royal News

The Prince of Wales to publish a book \&_
called Harmony e Y

The Prince of Wales has written a book called
Harmonyabout how man has become “dangerously
disconnected” from nature.

H.E.H. The Prince of Wales L

The work, published by Harper Collins, is expected
to be published in 2010 and will also be turned int
a children's picture book in 2011.

As humanity faces the multiple challenges of

climate change, ecological destruction, economic

instability and continuing human poverty, Harmony

will encourage us to restore the lost balance betwe His other books cover aspects of the environment, a

Man and Nature and to follow a more philosophical  well as collections of literature and art. Theylinte
HRH The Prince of Wales’'s Watercolouf991),




Urban Villages (1992), Highgrove: Portrait of an
Estate (1993), Prince’s Choice: A Selection from
Shakespeare by the Prince of Wg(£895), andrhe
Gardens at Highgrové2000).

League News

New Council

A new Council was elected at the Annual General
Meeting of The Monarchist League of New Zealand
Inc. on Sunday Z1June.

Most office-holders remain in office. Professor Noe
Cox remains as Chairman and Chris Barradale as
Treasurer. Mrs Robyn Bridgman was re-elected as
Secretary.

Sean Palmer was elected as Vice-Chairman, having
formerly been a Councillor.

Councillors re-elected were Roger Barnes and Brett
Cunningham. Miss Ruth Dillon did not stand for re-
election.

Stephen Brewster was re-appointed Auditor.

In his annual report the Chairman reviewed the past
year with respect both to royal events and the
activities of the League.

The subscription rates were unchanged from last
year.

Overseas News

A prince among royal consorts

On Saturday 18 April 2009, HRH Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh completed 57 years and 71 days
as consort to Her Majesty and he thus becomes the
longest-ever serving consort to a British Sovereign
The previous record was held Queen Charlotte, wife
of King George IlI.

At 88 years of age, he is also the oldest surviving
spouse of a reigning monarch. In 2007, the Queen
and Prince Philip became the first British royal

couple to celebrate their

anniversary.

diamond wedding

Despite his advanced age, Prince Philip enjoys goog
health and last year he attended more than 35
public engagements — more than any other royal
except Princess Anne. During his time as royal
consort, he has performed more than 19,500 publig
engagements.

One of HRH’s greatest achievements has been th
establishment in 1956 of the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Awards scheme which has helped thousands o
disadvantaged youth to reach their full potential.

Prince Philip is a member of the Privy Council and
is the last surviving member who was appointed by
King George VI. He was appointed to the Order of
the Garter on 19November 1947 and holds many

appointments in the Armed Forces (and their
associated cadet corps) of both the United Kingdom
and other Commonwealth countries. Although such
appointments are honorary, he is no passive
“Colonel Blimp” as shown by the fact that he visits
troops/ships on active service. For example, in7200
as Captain-General of the Royal Marines, he visited
Iraq and Afghanistan in order to raise morale and t
present medals to marines on operational
deployment. He was 86 years old at the time.

The greatest compliment to the Duke’s near-six
decades of selfless-service to Sovereign and
Commonwealth comes from the Queen herself wha
made the following statement in her Golden
Wedding speech at London’s Guildhall in 1997:

D
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“He is someone who doesn’t take easily to

compliments. He has, quite simply, been my

strength and stay all these years, and I, and his
whole family, and this and many other countries,

owe him a debt greater than he would ever claim or
we shall ever know.”

Stephen Brewster

Gentlemen at Arms 508 anniversary

The Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at Arms was
instituted by King Henry VIII in 1509 and
celebrated its 5Danniversary on 2009. At a parade
and luncheon to mark the anniversary, The Queen
paid tribute to her ‘nearest guard’.

Her Majesty’s Body Guard of the Honourable Corps
of Gentlemen at Arms provides a bodyguard to The
Queen at many ceremonial occasions.

Members attend the Sovereign at State arrivals of
foreign Heads of State, the Garter service at
Windsor, the State Opening of Parliament, and the
evening reception held by the Sovereign for the
Diplomatic Corps.

In addition, the Corps is on duty when the Sovereig
attends services of the Orders of Chivalry. The
Gentlemen at Arms also attend The Queen’s garden
parties, where their task is to form the lanesubho
which the members of the Royal Family walk.

The Honourable Corps consists of five Officers (the
Captain, the Lieutenant, the Standard Bearer, the
Clerk of the Cheque and the Harbinger) and 27
Gentlemen. The senior Officer is the Captain, a
political appointment who is now always the

Government Chief Whip in the House of Lords.

This is currently Lord Bassam of Brighton.

The Lieutenant, the senior permanent officer, is
currently Lieutenant-Colonel Hon Guy Norrie,
second son of Lieutenant-General Charles
Willoughby Moke Norrie, GCMG GCVO CB DSO
MC and Bar, T Baron Norrie, Governor-General of
New Zealand 1952-57.

All subordinate officers, and all Gentlemen, must b

under the age of 55 years on joining, and are on
average 52. The Gentlemen retain their prior
military ranks (currently most rank between major

and colonel). They must retire at 70 years, thus
giving an average age of approximately 61 years.

The uniform is that of a Heavy Dragoon Guards
officer of the 1840s. It has a skirted red coathwit

Garter blue velvet cuffs and facings embroidered
with the Tudor royal badge of the Portcullis.

Helmets with white swan feather plumes are worn
when on duty, even in church.

Officers wear gold aiguillettes and carry sticks of
office which they receive from the Sovereign on
appointment. Cavalry swords are worn, and long
ceremonial battle-axes, over 300 years old, are
carried by all the Gentlemen.

Since 1856,
when the award
was instituted,
twelve
Gentlemen at
Arms have
been holders of
the Victoria
Cross, the
highest award
for  gallantry
and
conspicuous
bravery in the
field.

The band’s




original role was to provide a mounted escort, &me
with spear and lance, to protect the Sovereign in
battle or on progress around the country.

After 1526 the Corps began to do duty at court on
foot, carrying a battle-axe, as they still do taday

The Gentlemen at Arms last acted as a Royal
bodyguard in battle in the Civil War of 1642-9,

during which a Gentleman Matthews saved the
young Prince of Wales at the Battle of Edgehill
(1642) from one of the Earl of Essex’s troopers.

The Queen’s speech to commemorate the™500
anniversary of the founding of Her Majesty’s Body
Guard of the Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at
Arms by King Henry VIII, made at St James’s

Palace on % June 2009 is as follows:

and

Captain  Lord Officers

Gentlemen,

Bassam,

| congratulate you all on the occasion of the
500" anniversary of the establishment by
King Henry VIII of what he envisaged should

be ‘a new and sumptuous Royal Guard’. The
evils against which the Sovereign required
protection in 1509 have | expect changed a
little over the years but the loyalty of the

Body Guard remains undimmed. As

individuals, you have all given long and

distinguished military service to the nation.

As members of the ‘Nearest Guard’, your
service to the Crown continues in a distinctive
way and reinforces the very best values of
those who came before you.

It is more than twenty years since | presented
you with the Standard paraded here. Today, |
am pleased to have attached a
commemorative Riband marking half a
millennium of faithful service. | ask you to
guard and honour it well in the tradition of

your forebears and parade it with pride on the
great occasions of State.

Prince Philip and | are delighted to be with
you this morning and to wish the Honourable
Corps of Gentlemen at Arms a long and
prosperous future.

Elizabeth Cross

The Queen has approved, for the United Kingdom, 3
new form of recognition for the families of armed

forces personnel killed in action or as a result of
terrorism.

The new medal is called the Elizabeth Cross in
honour of The Queen.

The Elizabeth Cross will be granted to the next of
kin of servicemen and women who died during
operations or were killed by terrorists since the
Second World War.

It is the first time a reigning monarch has giveait
name to a new award since King George VI
instituted the George Cross in 1940.

The Ministry of Defence in the United Kingdom
estimates around 8,000 families could be eligibte f
the Elizabeth Cross.

Chief of the Defence Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir
Jock Stirrup called the medal “marvellous news”
and said it would be worn with “immense pride”.

Speaking in an audio
broadcast sent to
troops in  “many
time-zones, climates
and terrains” the
Queen said the
nation was “deeply
thankful for the part
you play in helping
to maintain peace
around the globe”.

She added: *“This

seems to me a right and proper way of showing ou
enduring debt to those who are killed while activel
protecting what is most dear to us all.




The solemn dignity which we attach to the
names of those who have fallen is deeply
engrained in our national character.

As a people, we accord this ultimate sacrifice
the highest honour and respect.

The Cross will be made of hallmarked silver and
will carry the rose of England, the Scottish thstl
the Irish shamrock, and the Welsh daffodil.

It will be accompanied by a memorial scroll on

parchment paper headed with the Royal Coat of
Arms with the Queen’s signature in the top leftdhan

corner.

One cross will be awarded to the designated next of
kin, while additional scrolls will be available to
parents, spouses, or partners.

Announcing the new medal to MPs in the House of
Commons, Gordon Brown said: “I'm confident this
will be a very special and fitting tribute indeeat f
the great debt we owe to all those who die on
operations and the enduring loss shouldered by thei
families.”

The Queen reiterated the point in her closing
address to service personnel.

| greatly hope that the Elizabeth Cross will
give further meaning to the nation’s debt of
gratitude to the families and loved ones of
those who have died in the service of our
country. We will remember them all.

Ceremonial royal offices — Gold and
Silver Sticks

The Gold Stick and the Silver Stick are bodyguard
positions in the Royal Household, and are persona
attendants upon the Sovereign on ceremonia
occasions.

Now a ceremonial office, it dates from Tudor times
when two Officers were placed close to the
Sovereign’s person to protect him or her from
danger. The Office is held jointly by the Colonefs

the Life Guards and the Blues and Royals (Princess

Anne since 1998), Regiments of the Household
Cavalry of the Household Division. The Gold
Sticks, of whom one at any time is on duty as Gold
Stick-in-Waiting, were originally entrusted witheth
personal safety of the Sovereign. Since the refgn o
Queen Victoria these Officers’ duties have been
mainly ceremonial; they attend all State occasiong
and take part in the processions for the Coronatior
and the State Opening of Parliament. On these
occasions Gold Stick conveys the Sovereign’s
orders to the Household Cavalry. The name derives
from the staff of office, which has a gold head.

]




The Silver Stick is the Commander Household
Cavalry and holds the rank of Colonel. Silver Stick
in-Waiting is the deputy (assistant) to Gold Stiick-
Waiting, but there are occasions when Silver Stick
only is summoned for duty — for example, on the
arrival of a Head of State on a State Visit, or whe
two or more escorts of the Household Cavalry are
found concurrently.

The office was created 1678, and until 1950 was
held by the lieutenant-colonels commanding the
Household Cavalry regiments. Originally only the

Life Guards, from 1820 these include the Royal
Horse Guards, since 1969 the Blues and Royals.
They served by monthly rotation. Now the (Colonel)

Commander Household Cavalry holds the office
alone. Through the authority of the Gold Stick he
has the detail of regiments and individuals toycarr

out royal duties. In general the Silver Stick has
charge of all duties for the Sovereign.

There are separate Gold and Silver Sticks in
Scotland, and these are the senior officers of the
Sovereign’s Bodyguard of the Royal Company of
Archers.

Residences past and present

Corsham Court

Corsham Court is an English country house in a
park designed by Capability Brown. It is in the tow
of Corsham, 3 miles (5 km) west of Chippenham,
Wiltshire and is notable for its fine art collectjo
based on the nucleus of paintings inherited in 1757
by Paul Methuen from his uncle, Sir Paul Methuen,
the diplomat.

Corsham was a royal manor in the days of the Saxof
kings, reputed to have been a seat of Ethelred th
Unready. After William the Conqueror the manor
continued to be passed down through the
generations in the royal family. It often formedtpa
of the dower of the Queens of England during the
late 14" and early 15 centuries, becoming known
as “Corsham Reginae”. During the™6éentury the
manor went to two of King Henry VIII's wives,
namely Catherine of Aragon until 1536, and
Katherine Parr until 1548.

During the reign of Elizabeth | the estate pasagd o
of the royal family; the present house was built in
1582 by Thomas Smythe. In 1745, Paul Methuen

bought the house, which has since remained in the

Methuen family. It is today the home of James
Methuen-Campbell, the eighth generation of the
Methuens to live there. He succeeded to the
Corsham Estate on the death of th® [ord
Methuen in 1994.
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The Court is used by the Bath Spa University and,
as an administrative Centre, by The National
Society for Education in Art and Design and the
Duke of Edinburgh’'s Award Scheme. The
University periodically runs courses at Corsham in
conjunction with a number of American
Universities, for which the Court is regarded as a
European base. Corsham Court became the home of
the Bath Academy of Art (now Bath School of Art
and Design and part of the University) from 1946,
after its premises were destroyed during the Second
World War.

Bath Spa University has announced plans to
establish a new Centre in Corsham Court after an
absence of more than 20 years. The new Centre will
build on these traditions to provide a focus for
Higher Education in the wider region. It will incla
development support for research projects,
postgraduate and research studios and study areas
for artists and designers undertaking Masters level
study and Doctorates, facilities for project wodk f

all undergraduate students, and a conference suite
for the use of academic and support departments
across the University.

In 1761-64, Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown was
commissioned to redesign and enlarge the house and
landscape park. Ladd notes that Henry Keene's
designs for Corsham, (1759-60) remained
unexecuted. Brown set the style of the present day
building by retaining the Elizabethan stables, the
Riding School, and the great gabled front to the
house, which he doubled in depth and provided
gabled wings at either end of the house, crealtiag t
Picture Gallery and State Rooms in the east wing
and a library and new kitchens in the west winge Th
Picture Gallery was designed as a triple cube and
boasts a coffered plasterwork ceiling over a high
cove stuccoed in scrolls, designed by Brown. The
design had recently been turned down by Brown’s
patron at Burton Constable, Yorkshire, and carried
out by Thomas Stocking of Bristol (1763-66). The

Long Gallery contains of Italian Old Masters, with

famous marquetry commode and matching pair of
candlestands by John Cobb (1772) and four pier
glasses designed by Robert Adam (1770).

In 1795 Paul Cobb Methuen commissioned
Humphry Repton to complete the landscape, left
unfinished at Brown’'s death with the lake stillde
completed, and in 1796 commissioning John Nash
to completely remodel the north fagade in the
‘Strawberry Hill'" Gothic style, beating out the neor
experienced James Wyatt for the commission:
Wyatt was furious. Nash further embellished other
areas of Brown’s external building works, including
Brown’s Gothic Bath House in the North Avenue, as
well as reorganising the internal layout to form a
grand hall and a library, at the centre of whicthis
large library table associated with a payment to
Thomas Chippendale’s partner Haig, in 1779.

By 1808 much of Nash’s work was replaced with a
more solid structure, when it was discovered tlgat h

had used unseasoned timber in beams and joists; g
of Nash’'s work at Corsham save the Library was
destroyed in remodelling by T. Bellamy (1844-49).

The layout of grounds and gardens by “Capability”
Brown represent his most important commission
after Blenheim Palace. Brown planned to include a
50,000 sg m lake. This lake, however, was not
completed until some forty years later, by Humphry
Repton, who formed his long working relationship
with Nash at Corsham Court. They laid out avenuesg
and planted the specimen trees, including American
oaks, “Quercus coccineus” and “Quercus phellos”,
and the magnificent Oriental Plane. Some of the
scenes from Stanley Kubrick’s filBarry Lyndon
were filmed at Corsham Court.

In World War Il and the Cold War the vicinity of
Corsham became a major administrative and
manufacturing centre for the Ministry of Defence,
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with numerous establishments both above ground
and in the old Bath stone quarry tunnels beneath.
What is now generally known as the Hawthorn site
was series of military facilities built in and alsov
the quarries. The quarries have variously been used
for military command and control, storage and a
reserve seat of national government.

The site was taken over by the Ministry of Defence
in 1991 following the fragmentation of the Soviet
Union and the end of the cold war, though it was
kept on standby in case of future nuclear threats t
the United Kingdom. Finally, in December 2004,
with the underground reservoir drained, emptied of
fuel and supplies, and with a skeleton staff ot jus
four, the site was decommissioned.

Contact details for provincial

representatives

Provincial Representative,
Waikato: Professor Peter Spiller,
tel: (07) 855-0565; e-mail:
pspiller@waikato.ac.nz

Provincial Representative,
Thames-Coromandel: Merv
Tilsley, 200b Baillie Street,
THAMES 3500 ph: (07) 868-
7947.

The Treaty House, Waitangi, the former house of
the British Resident in New Zealand, James Bushy
(1828-40), built in 1833-4 for Busby and his family
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